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The SETAC Europe Certification of Environmental 
Risk Assessors has been developed to provide an 
internationally recognised standard.
Obtaining the certificate is a prestigious achievement for professionals to 
demonstrate their expertise and high standard in the multidisciplinary field of 
environmental risk assessment. 
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Science 
based, 

Practice 
orientated 

Our Mission 

The SETAC Europe Certification of Environmental Risk 
Assessors (CRA) aims to provide harmonised and up-to-

date training to environmental risk assessors and strengthen 
the scientific methods and principles in the environmental risk 
assessment of chemicals and other stressors.

It supports the mission of the Society of Environmental Toxicology and 
Chemistry (SETAC) to promote education in the field of environmental 
sciences as well as the advancement and application of scientific research 
related to contaminants and other stressors in the environment. The 
programme provides professionals to demonstrate their skills and expertise 
as environmental risk assessor.
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“I have worked at the European Chemicals Agency for almost 10 years now, and in dealing with 
REACH-related issues every day, it seems crucial to me that experts from industry, academia 
and governmental institutions should share the same high standards and the same broad 
understanding of risk assessment principles to ensure the safe use of chemicals and the sufficient 
protection of the environment – not only for us today but also for future generations. I believe that 
the SETAC certification programme is a great opportunity for professionals to demonstrate that 
they have sufficient expertise in the field of environmental risk assessment.” 
- Marta Sobanska, ECHA, Finland

WHAT OUR CERTIFIED EXPERTS SAY

Why?
The programme is for everyone who wishes to demonstrate their expertise in 
the field of environmental risk assessment and their commitment to continuous 
development in the field.

 » Gain recognition for the skills and expertise.

 » Facilitate understading and collaboration.

 » Advance educational background.

 » Increase knowledge and competences in environmental risk assessment.
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Procedure
REQUIREMENTS
Applicants are highly encouraged to sign up for 
the programme and confirm eligibility. If wanted, 
applicants can be supported by a mentor. 

TRAINING AND EXPERTISE
Gain knowledge in 9 CRA topics related to 

environmental risk assessment, visit continued and 
specialised training and get practical experiences.

EXAMINATION
Submission of a certification dossier including 
recommendation letters and a risk assessment 
report, followed by an oral examination. 

CERTIFICATION
Be recognised as a SETAC Europe Certified 

Environmental Risk Assessor for 5 years. 
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BASIC KNOWLEDGE
Demonstrated through a 
multiple-choice examination. 

ADVANCED
KNOWLEDGE

ON-THE-JOB 
EXPERIENCE

CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT
Specialised 
Courses

Conference 
Participation
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MENTOR
WANTED!

Requirements

Applicants are highly encouraged 
to confirm their eligibility before 

starting the process.

To check the eligibility applicants must 
submit: 

 » A full Curriculum Vitae 

 » Copies of the latest degree including 
transcriptions or a list of courses

Requirements 
 » A Masters or PhD 

degree (or equivalent) 
in a discipline relevant 
for environmental risk 
assessment (e.g. biology, 
ecology, toxicology, 
chemistry, statistics, 
environmental science).

 » Applicants who do not 
have a PhD or Masters 
degree will be evaluated 
on a case-by-case basis. 
For instance, applicants 
already working at 
an advanced level in 
environmental risk 
assessment.
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MENTOR
WANTED!

You need help to find a 
potential mentor? 
Have a look at 
certification.setac.org 
or contact us at 
CRA@setac.org. 

If wanted, applicants can be accompanied by a 
mentor. The mentor supports the applicant, provides 
guidance, and helps to increase the professional 
network. The mentor must have significant 
expertise in various aspects of environmental risk 
assessment. 

Get advice 
from a mentor.
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Tick the boxes as you go. There is no set order in 
which the tasks need to be fulfilled.
Following a specialised course about one topic and getting basic knowledge 
in another? No problem! The tasks can be fulfilled in parallel.

Training & Expertise
To become a Certified Environmental Risk Assessor, the 

applicant needs to fulfil a range of tasks that will provide the 
knowledge and competences of a certified expert.

Tasks:
Demonstrate basic knowledge 
in all 9 CRA topics, advanced 
competences in at least 2 
topics, continued professional 
development and on-the-job 
training.

Nine CRA topics create a framework for the 
various disciplines within environmental 
risk assessment. Basic knowledge is 
needed in all topics, while specialisation is 
expected in at least 2 topics. Furthermore, a 
commitment to education and professional 
development must be demonstrated by 
following specialised training or workshops 
and conference participation.
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*One credit equals 25-28 hours of total workload. 

Specialised Training
Continued education via specialised 
courses worth 3 credits* in the last 2 
years.

Conference Participation
Stay up-to-date with the latest 
developments through participation 
in at least one conference or 
symposium in the last 2 years.

CONTINUED 
DEVELOPMENT

In all 9 CRA topics demonstrated 
through the successful completion 
of a multiple -choice examination.

BASIC 
KNOWLEDGE

Deepen theoretical and practical 
expertise in at least 2 out of the 9 
CRA topics.

ADVANCED 
KNOWLEDGE

A crucial element of the programme 
is that applicants have 2-5 years 
experience as an environmental risk 
assessor.

ON-THE-JOB 
EXPERIENCE
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Basic ecology 
concepts, 
principles and 
processes

TOPIC

TOPIC
Concepts & principles
in regulatory 
ecotoxicology, 
environmental risk 
assessment, and 
relevant legislative 
frameworks

TOPIC
Environmental 
chemistry: 
Fate of chemicals 
in the environment

Environmental 
chemistry: 
Exposure estimation 
of chemicals in the 
environment

TOPIC

TOPIC
Suborganism-level 
(eco)toxicology 
(mechanistic 
toxicology)

Organism-level 
ecotoxicology

TOPIC

Supraorganism- 
level ecotoxicology 
or “Chemical 
Stress Ecology”

TOPIC TOPIC
Statistics for 
environmental 
risk assessors

TOPIC
Retrospective risk 
assessment: 
Chemical and 
bio-monitoring of 
exposure and effects

Nine topics provide a solid basis for the multidisciplinary field of 
environmental risk assessment.

Consult the CRA 
guidance document 
to view the specific 
content of each topic 
and the descriptions 
of associated 
competences and 
attainment levels.

CRA Topics
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Basic knowledge and competences is required in all 9 CRA 
topics.

It can be demonstrated by the successful completion of a multiple-choice 
examination. 

Demonstrate competence in the 9 basic topics by 
successful completion of a multiple-choice exam.

The multiple-choice examination will normally take 
place at the SETAC Europe annual meeting. The 
multiple-choice examination is designed to address 
the theoretical knowledge and competences of the 
candidate.

Basic and Advanced Knowledge

Multiple-choice examination

Advanced knowledge and practical expertise is expected in at 
least 2 CRA topics.

Specialisation will result from:
 » Following specialised courses
 » Conference participation
 » On-the-job training

13



Stay up-to-date with the latest developments and methods in 
environmental risk assessment to remain on top of a discipline that 

has an ever increasing complexity.

  Professional standards have never been more important. Continued professional 
development and education ensure up-to-date knowledge and the skills required to 
work at an advanced professional level.

Continued Professional 
Development and Education
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Credits

One credit is 
equal to a study 

load of 25-28 
hours.

Participation in at least one environmental risk 
assessment related symposium, workshop or 

conference.

Get first-hand, independent, and up-to-date knowledge 
and the latest developments in regulation and science 
through active participation in at least one conference or 
symposium in the last 2 years. 

Conference Participation

Continued education in at least one specialised 
training or workshop.

One course or combined courses equivalent to at least 3 
credits are required in the last 2 years. A specialised course 
or training should have a close link to current practices in 
environmental risk assessment and may focus on specific 
legislation, area, chemical group or method. Also teaching 
courses or other activities are recognised. 

Specialised Training 
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Experience

A  crucial element of the 
programme is at least 2-5 

years of on-the-job training as an 
environmental risk assessor.

This must take place in an envrionmental 
risk assesment job, either in an industrial, 
a consultancy or a governmental context. 

Applicants will be trained in the following 
aspects:
 » Data collection (in databases, papers, study 

reports)
 » Data quality screening and data selection
 » Selection and use of appropriate methods and 

models for exposure and effect assessment
 » Performing exposure, effect and risk 

assessment
 » Writing a risk assessment report and presenting 

clear conclusions about risks
 » Communicate about the risks and present a 

dossier
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2-5 years of on-the-job training

The practical training duration should be long enough for the 
candidate to have gained sufficient experience to successfully 
meet the final CRA examination criteria. This may vary 
depending on the background and previous basic training.

Scientifically 
up-to-date with 
current methods in 
environmental risk 
assessment
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Environmental Risk Assessment Report
A concise, yet critical and scientific risk assessment report must be submitted 
prior to the exam.

The report should be written as a scientific document, and include sections such as: 
Introduction, materials and methods, results, a critical discussion, and conclusions 
with recommendations.

Recommendation 
letters

A total of three 
recommendation letters 
are required. Preferably, 
one from academia, 
business, and government, 
respectively. Deviations 
due to e.g. conflict of 
interests are acceptable 
but must be motivated.

Certification Dossier

The final dossier should specifically address the expertise and 
professional experience of the applicant.

It should contain
 » A full CV and self evaluation
 » Demonstration that the applicant has acquired the full list of competences (basic 

knowledge, advanced knowledge, specialised training and a commitment to 
continued development)

 » A recommendation letter by their institution or company
 » A total of three additional recommendation letters (as proof of peer recognition)

Once the tasks are completed, the final certification dossier and an 
environmental risk assessment report must be submitted.
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The oral examination is comparable to a university dissertation 
defence and consists of an oral presentation followed by a 

discussion.

The discussion will be based on the 
oral presentation and the content of 
the risk assessment report.

Furthermore, advanced knowledge 
will be assessed. The examination 
takes approximately 60 minutes 
with at least 2/3 of this devoted 
to the discussion. The aim of the 
examination is to evaluate the 

applicants capability to perform at 
high level in an environmental risk 
assessment job.

The applicant will be evaluated 
against a tailored examination 
panel, adapted to their profile.

Examination
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Remain Certified

After 5 years, the certification should 
be renewed. In order to remain 
registered as a CRA, you will need 
to maintain competences, stay 
active in the field of ERA, and show a 
commitment to continued training.

Following a successful final examination, the candidate will 
be registered as “SETAC Europe Certified Environmental Risk 

Assessor (CRA)” and is allowed to carry this title for 5 years.

Certification

Certified Environmental Risk 
Assessors not only have a broad 
understanding of the various fields 
of environmental risk assessment 
disciplines but they have also 

embraced up-to-date scientific 
methods and principles to strengthen 
their understanding of chemical risks, 
thereby protecting the environment.
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 » Experts with several years but less than 10 
years of on-the-job experience must submit 
a written risk assessment report and should 
proceed with the final examination.

 » Experts with more than 10 years experience 
can apply for direct registration without the 
need to undergo a final oral examination.

Direct Certification

Environmental Risk Assessment professionals 
with several years of experience in an ERA job 
can apply for direct registration. To be certified, 
the candidate should submit the application 

dossier for direct certification, a concise 
written risk assessment report and proceed 
with the final certification examination.

Professionals with significant experience in an ERA job can apply for direct 
certification. Applicants must fulfil all required competences and skills as 

described before.
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Guided by experts
to ensure high standard

Our Committees

The Certification Programme Committee is central to the programme and is 
composed of environmental scientists and risk assessors from academia, 

business and government.

The members are dedicated to manage and further optimise the CRA programme. The 
committee decides on the enrolment and certification, examination and course evaluation.

Certification Programme Committee 
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The Advisory Board ensures that the programme is fit for purpose and the 
Certified Environmental Risk Assessors have the necessary skill set to 

perform at an advanced level in a demanding risk assessment job.

The Advisory Board is composed of representatives from organisations that are heavily involved 
in environmental risk assessment and make recommendations to the Certification Programme 
Committee.

Advisory Board
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Contact
Phone:  +32 2 772 72 81
Email:  CRA@setac.org
Web:  certification.setac.org
 setac.org
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